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This 4 4: faithful ſaying, -and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus 
came into the World , to ſave Sin- 

Were, —— 


YN treating on theſe Words,. I have endeavor'd 
to. ſhew the” Gredjbility of the, Sajing in the 
' Text, and its Worthineff to be receiv'd by us, 
= fromthe Intrinſfick Evidence, .which it carries 
along with, it, . viz. its - manifeſt _agreeableneſs to 
thol? Notions, which we- naturally have concern- 
ing God and our ſelves. To .make this appear, I 
proceeded in the following Method. 


Firſt, To conſider who the, Perſons are, whom 
Chrift Teſus came into the World to ſave. 
Secondly, What kind of Salvation he propoſeth 
to them. | | 
- Thirdly, In what way.and manner he hath by. his 
.coming into the World obtain'd this Saluation 
for them. _ Ent 
--I have . done- with. the 2wo former... of theſe 
Heads', and have 'enter'd upon the third, in 
diſcourſing of which, my delign is 'to make 
| B it 
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The Meth 


od in which Jeſw Chriſt 


it evident, that the Method in which our Lord hath 
obtain'd Salvation for us is ſo excellent in it ſelf, ſo 
ſuitable to the Nature of 'things, ſq agreeable to all 
juſt apprehenſiohs concerning God and our ſelves, 
{0 well adapted to our Neceflities and our reaſon- 
 able'Defires;"'that, the\Swv7g"th \the 'Text 'is highly 
credible, and worthy of all acceptation._ upon this ac- 
| S-4_ | | 
To'tbis. purpoſe: 1 fir abſerv*d, \that-the moſt 
comprehenſive Notion we can frame of our hlefled 
Saviour's Undertaking is, that which the 'Holy 
Scriptures plainly teach us, that he aQted as a Med: 
ator between God and Men; and that it is perfeQly 
agreeable borh ta the 'Nature-of God, and of fallen 
eo, car there” ſhovld "be. a" Mediaroy between 


IN. F . "mw (BY <a. i RE Th + FX 
"”T'theh, proceeded to conſider "the Office of, a 
Metiator, and to ſhew, that the, way in whick'our 
Eord doth execute rhis Office, is altogether apree- 
able to: oor moſt juſt and” reaſonable 'Concepti- 
ons. k + AF144 fS ; wot Dn i = # « &*. 

There muſt be, 2s I then obſerv*d, theſe.zwo. ge- 
neral Defigns, which our Lord tmult be ſuppo&g'd to 
have carried on, in the execution of his Aediatorial 

JG: 7 | 


- Firf, To do whatfoever might faticfice Almigh- 
' ty God, in order to' his being reconcild to 
Men. Rk | 
Secozdly, To do alfo whatſoever ſhould be found 
-  *neceflary in behalf of Men, in order to the 
"reconciling them to God. 


The 


" ha \Reconctleth: Stnners to God. 
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The' fir/# of theſe I confider'd 'the laſt time, and 
now proceed to the:'ſecard, vis. to ſhew how our 
Lord hgth executed: the Othce of a Mediator, in 
providing. for the Neceſſities: of fallen Men, and 
doing - whatfoever might: be found: requiſite, in or- 
der tothe 'reconciling them to: thein Maker; and I 
doubt riot but that upon ſerious conſideration it 
will appear; both that there was very great need 
of the aſſiſtance of a Mediaror.upon Man's account ; 
and that no Method we'can poſhbly think of could 
have ſo fully anſwer*d-this end of providing for our: 
Neceſlities, as that which our Lord by his coming 
into the World, hath been pleas'd to take. 

It might have been imagin?d indeed, that the 
main difficulty bad lay*n, in obtaining\the: Fayor 
of an offended God to his Apaſtate Creatures, and 
that, as immediately. upon the firſt apprehenſion 
of the Divine diſpleaſure, ſinful Men ſhould have 
been ready to implore the Mercy of their Creator ; ſo 
upon the firſt intimation of Mercy, they ſhould have 
been forward tg receive it- : but upon Examination 
we ſhall find, that there was really much greater 
difficulty 'in recovering Men to: God, than in re- 
comtiling God to Men. 

For-1{uch is the Divine Goodneſs, that nothing 
was neceſſary. on: God's, part, but only to make it 
fir. far him to forgive his Creatures,. and to receive 
them to Mercy. The tender compaſſion of our 


Heavenly Father was mov'd towards his diſobe- 
dient Children, as faon as ever he beheld them mi- 
ſxreble through their own Folly; and. becauſe his 
Holineſs and. Juſtice and Wiſdom made it highly 
requiſite (as I bs 74 in. my laſt —_ 
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* The Mabod-in which Jeſus Cbriit = 


that an-'Expiation:ſhould'be'made for the diſhonour 
done to theſe Attributes by the Sins of | Men, his 
Goodneſs therefore moy?d him to find out and to 
appoint an Expiation,, which/ ſhould©be' entirely. 
prog to'him,, and: to fend his only' begotten 
Son into the World: to this purpoſe. For which 
reaſon the Scripture. ſo often magnifies the Love of 


: foh. 4 3,10 God, 1n giving his Son for us. 1» this, ſaith St. 


Fohn, was manifeſted the love-of God towards 1s, be- 
aanſe , that..God ſent his only. begotten Son into the 
World, that we might \live through him. Herein i 
Hove, not that we loved" God, bat that he loved us, and 
ſent his Son: to 'be' the Propitiation for our Sins. 
After which there could. be 'no- 'place- left for a 
fuſpicioa of: his readineſs. to accept the Satisfa&tion, 
which was offer*d to hin} by this Mediator of his 
own appointing. | | | 
But with Men the caſe was. far : otherwiſe. 
F here was much indiſpoſition- and: inability in- 
them, likely to; obſtruQt their returning. to 'God; 
and being reconciPd'to him. :It was no light Un- 
dertaking to: remove: 'the' Suſpicion and ' Jealouſie, 
which Sinners had entertain*d, with reſpe& to the: 
divine Goodneſs, which they were Conſcious they- 
had: ſo-vaworthily. diſoblig*d;; and to-take off that 
averſion of Mind from; God, which naturally fol- 
low*d upon:ſuch- @: Jealoufre. '  A'new diſcovery 
of: Divine. Truth; and a freſh: ſupply of- Spiritual 
Strength- became neceſſary , upon account: of the 
ignorance and weakneſs which "Men had contraQed; 
and - particularly : the. interpoſure- of' 'Supernatural- 
Grace to Conquer: the /perverſenoſs and! obſtinacy- 
of | their. Wills; -: And!-atter/all much Power: =7 . 
| | V 1s. 
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Wiſdom | wore: requiſite fon removing. all cho re-. 

maining inconventencies and miſehiefs, which the 
Sins of Men had expos'd them: to, and the com- 
pleting that Salvation which they ftood 1n need of. 
'Fhat therefore which we' have'to' do; is to take: a - 
particular and diſtin& view of the various /Neceſ- 
 fities of fallen Men, which were to be provided 
for by a Mediator; in order to the reconciling 
them to God, and conferri ing Salvation upon them ; 
and-to 'ſhew- — ſus Chriſt; by his Nas "x into 
the World," hath ſo abundantly -provided'' for all” 
theſe Neceſſities, and that in\a manner” ſo far ſur-- 
paſſing any other- Method, which our -thoughts: 
are able to ſuggeſt to us, as thereby farther to- 
recommend his Inſtitution to' our Belief and Arcep-- 
Fance, as worthy of God; and fit for us. - And this" 
we may do under the:foflowing. Heads. 


Firſt, Men by thetr Apoſtacy had fallen into a 
Suſpicion and Jealouſie,- with refpeQ to the divine 
Goodneſs; and an alienation'/of Mind: from'God, as 
the Conſequence thereof, 

Secondly,” They were de; enerates jato an 'igno- 
rance of- God; al of themſelves; and: of the ſeveral- 
particulars: of: their Duty: - 

Thirdly, They | had**contraQtcd' an indiſpoſition. 
and inability to complywith the-divine Will,- when- 
fully: and clearly'manifeſted tothe} * - 

Fourthly, After -all-they were- under an incapa- 
city of removing many other evil and miſchievous: 
confequerices; which their Sins had expos'd'them\ to, 
and obtaining for themſ>lves that complete Salva-- 
tion which-they (ood ifi-aeed/of, 4 51S gh 


ay 


The (rely Reare afwwonrs 


[ « _— we 
- 


 ...Of each. of. theſe. I ſhall.-by God's Aſſt 
courſe ſeverally, and ſhew, - as I go along, how 


ance;tdifs 


our Lord in-.executing his Med7atoria! Office hath 
provided for all theſe Neceſſities. | 

Firſt, 'To. begin with! that Suſpicion and Jea- 
loulie; with reſpe& to the divine Goodneſs, which 
Sinners were fallen into, and that Alienation of 
Mind from God, which 'was conſequent there- 


3 This I formerly took notice, of, ' when''I -men- 
tion'd the Caſe, of our firſt Parents; as repreſented 
by Moſes, how they diſcover'd: their dread of -Al- 
mighty God, and. the Eſtrangement of their Minds 
from him,' immediately after their fall, by declin- 


| 10g his Preſence, and hiding themſelves from him , 


as. ſoon. as they had any. intimarions of '/his approach, 
TI obſerv'd likewiſe, that this is in ſome meaſure 
the caſe of all Sinners, that have not hardned them- 


*Klves by-a long Cuſtom in doing' evil. - Agd if we 


take a view: of -Mankind , antecedently -to any 
known, declaration. of God's Mercy to. them- by 
ſome expreſs Revelation, we fſhall-find that. *tis 
true in -experience, - that there ariſes an awe-and 
dread from the - Conſciouſnefs 'of Guilt, together 
with a .diſſfatisfaQtion as to the! Ways, and Means 
of appeaking the divine diſpleaſure, the conſequence. 
of which|.muſt. be, according/ tothe: frame and 
conſtitution of Humane -Nature, - a. want iof that 
filial-Reverence and Love, 'which is dye to. the 
great Father of all, | Jo 4. 
And. this I take te have been' the apparent 
ground of thoſe many ſuperſtitious :Praftices 1n 
the Pagan World, whereby ' they attempted to 


atone 
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atone cheir ſippoled Deities,” even by very unna- 
tural Methods, ſacrificing to that purpoſe, not on- 
ly all. forts. of Animals, but even thoſe of their 


own kind, offering up hurane- blood,” the blood: 


even of their Sons -and Daughters, for the'expia- 
tion of their Sins. *. For, /atthough I' doubr. not, 
but ſacrificing. hat its Oripinal from a divine -In- 
ſtitution, and that Tradition had fpread' the Pra- 
Qice throughobt the World; yet this Tradition 
being by degrees corrupted,” Mea fell into the uk 
of fach"Saeri ices, "hot as God had "at, firſt #ppoint- 
ed, but as. to;their own vain and fooliſh Tmagina- 
tions, -Which Varied in different Regions, ſeem'd 
mott likely to appeate the: wrath of their incenſed 
Deities... It was, Fol air miſtaken and corrupted 
apprehenttions” of the: divine* Nature, that they in- 
vented Expiations, which it was neither fir-for the 
divine Majeſty to accepr, nor for reaſonable C 

tures to.offer : but it was their conſciouſneſs ' of 
File, conſpiring with an antient Tratition, which 
did naturally and: reafomably move them to think 
ſome Expiation or other requifite; and foraſmuch 


as they .did not well know ; *what might be ac-- 
ceptable, there ſtill remain*d a diffatisfaAion and 


uneaſinels, after all their artempts that way. . 


But. not to look. ſo far abroad. I dare-appeal, 


for the truth of this, to the inward ſenſe of our 


own Minds. . Let but any man fairhfully conſult 


his own Conſcience, . and recolle& the thoughts 
which have ariſen within his Breaft, whenever he 


has been Conſcious of 'having done an ilt thing, I 


doubt not, but if he will ingenuouſly own what 


ke finds there, it. will be to this purpoſe ; that his: 


guilt 
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T he Guilty Fears of Sinners 


guilt. has made. him not only aſham'd, but afraid 
£00, .it has poſſeſt him with a juſt, apprehenſion of 
che dilplatare of the Almighty, . it_has more 'or 
leſs eſtranged his Mind from that excellent Being, 
render'd him ſhy of addreſſing himſelf to him, 
and doubtful of his acceptance ; if-he was not for-- 
.merly habituated to a&s of Devotion, he became 
.upon this more averſe to them. ; -if he had been 


- aceuſtqmed to addreſs himſelf friouſly to the Al- 


mighty, his Devotidn henceforward became cool 
and flat, his Faith and Hope in God were appa- 
rently. abated, and he: was in danger of contract. 
ing an habitual eftrangement from him, unleſs 
from. the encouragement which the Goſpel gives 
to Repeatance, .he quickly bethought himſelf, and 
recaver'd his temper again, Inſomuch thar'I doubt 
not, bur- it is-much more difficult for'a man deep; 


* 


ſenſible of any Sue that he has' contracted, eit C 


to forgive himſelf, or to believe firmly that God 
hath forgiven him, than it is for God to do it. It 
requires both a ae ſenſe of the divine Goodneſs 
founded upon the doQtrine of the Goſpel, and a 
temper like to.that. of God therein repreſented, for 
a Man that knows and feels what it is wilfully to 
have tranſgreſs'd the Laws of | his Maker, firmly 
to-believe and hope in him. _ age 
And all this ſeems to ariſe from the' make and 
conſtitution of our Souls. It hath' pleasd our: 
Creator wiſely and graciouſly to order the matter 
ſo in our very formation, that this-uneaſineſs and 
diſſatisfaction, this fear and dread ſhould be the 


conſequence of our doing amiſs, from a kind of 
natural Inſtin&, as a reſtraint and check upon ns, 


that 


- 


| Remov'd by the Goſpel. 
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that we might not only apprehend: the maligniry 


of Sin from reaſoning and-interring;' but] might; alſo 
be ſenſible of. it by inward feeling z;)inſaruch that 
he-who wantsſach a ſenſe, after: any fin knowing» 
ly and; wilfully committed: by: him, is one: who 
either never yet had his Mind awaken'd to'an ap- 


prehenſjon of divine things, or who has ſtupified 


his Conſcience by a long Cuftom in Evil-do- 
ing. | | 
Tis true, as I before obſerv'd, we have implan- 
ted in us natural apprehenſions al{> of the divine 
Goodneſs and Mercy : but foraſmuch as the Holi- 
neſs apd the Juſtice of God (concerning which I 
had occaſon 'to diſcourſe in wy. laſt-Lecture) are 
as evident-to our thoughts as his Goodneſs is, there 
is a. foundation :of Fear, as well as: of Hope, laid 
in our Minds, and ſuch a Fear, ' as will be apt to 
keep the Sinner at a very uneaſie diſtance from his 
Maker, till he {hall be pleas*d ſome way.or other 
to reveal his Mercy. to hit. "In 
God hath indeed given many intimations of his 
kind Intentions towards the Children of Men, all 
along ſince their firſt Apoſtacy, by ſparing, pre- 
ſerving, and providing for many, beſtowing un 
numerable Bleſhngs upon them, 
good, and giving them rain from Heaven, and fruit 
ful ſeaſons, filling their hearts 'wath food.' and glad: 
neſs, thereby not leaving himſelf without witneſs, ' as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks. - Nay he hath, as we Chrifti- 
ans. believe,: laid a fure foundation oforthe:hope: of 
Mankind, 'by : his gracious. Promiſe: made 40-:0ur 


Firſt Parents, of the Seed of the #Fomer, which © 3 15 


to the Nation of the 'Fews was: full farther ex- 
Mak, C plain'd 
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Rom. 8. 32. 


plaid and confirmed by following PrediCtions , 
and might by the help of 'an obſcure Tradition be 
the occaſion alſo of reviving /Mens Hopes in God, 
even in other Nations, all which: was but -an im- 
perfeQ Edition of rhe Goſpel Revelation. But* by 
this only we have the ground of: our Fear wholly 
removd, and our Hopes render'd clear and 
lively. | 

For nothing certainly can be -conceiv'd of e- 
qual force for reſtoring the PFaith- and "Hope of 
Mankind in their offended Creator, with the con- 
fideration of his having ſent his only begotten Son 
tnto the World to become our Mediator. This is 
a Declaration of the Goodnefſ' and Philanthropy of 
God, ſuch as we' could not” have in' the leaſt ex- 
pected, nor can poſſibly deſire or imagine any ' that 
ſhould equal it. \ We may fairly from hence argue 
with the Apoſtle, ' He who: {pared not his own Son, 
but deliverd him up for-ms alt, (who firſt' [par?d him 
not, but gave him from his own Bolom, and a- 
gain ſpard him zot, but gave him up to all thoſe 
grievous Sufferings, to which he was exposg'd in 
our Nature, and for our fake): how-ſball he not with 
him alſo freely give- us all things ? The condeſcenfi- 
on of ſo great and excellent a Perſon, one ſo near 
to the Father of all, in coming into this lower 
World, cloath'd- with our Nature, by the deſig- 
nation and appointment. of God, was ſuch a De- 
monſtration of the Care and Concernment- of the - 
Almighty on our behalf, as upon our firſt belief 
of it muſt neceſſarily create' in us a lively Hope, 
that he had gracious and merciful Deſigns for our 
good. But if we add to this, what. our _— dc». 
| clar'd, 
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claration of the divine Goodneſs and Compaſſion 
to Sinners, he doing all he did in the Name; and 


by the Authority. of the. Father, of whoſe: Per/oz yeh. 1. 2. 


he was the Expreſs Image or Charaffer, To. the 
end that he might revive the hopes even of the 
worſt of Men, if they could but be prevaiPd with 
to repent of their evil ways, he did, as we know, 
frequently converſe with Pablicans and . Sinners, 
aſſigaing' theſe as his Ai for doing {o, ae 

2 the 


Jol. 3. 15,17. 
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Matt.9. 12,13, the whole need not a Phyſician, bat they that be ſich, 


and'that he came not to call the righteous, but ſinners 


Matt.11.23,29. go repentance. The weary and heavy laden, thoſe 


Matt; 12. 20. 


dFitt. 26. 20s. 


who laboutd under the burden and ſenſe of their 
Sins, he kindly invited ro come to him, promiſing 
them Ref, and encouraging them by that merkpne/s 
and lowl:neſs of heart which he was ready to ex- 
erciſe towards them. Such indeed was his Meek- 
mefs, as never to breat rhe braiſed reed, nor quench 
the ſmroaking flax, not in the leaft to diſcounte- 
nanceany who were honeft and well-meaning, - but 
ro encourage their firft applications 'to him. Such 
we know his practice was with reſpe& to Zgchers, 
Mary Magdalene, and the *Syrophenician Woman, 
making theſe Examples and Inftances of his rea- 
&ineſs to accept the Repentance and Faith of Sin- 
gers, whether' Jews or Gentiles, ' © 

And leaſt all this ſhould riot be' ſufficient, that 
he might render Mens Faith and Hope in God 
firm and unmoveable;, the- laid down his life for 
them, ſpedding his load: ( as hitnfelf declares) for 
the remiſſion of Sins. 3 5 ES 

Mankind in general were apprehenſive of the 
need of a Sacrifice to be made for Sins, being led 
into this apprehenſion ( as I have already obſerv*d) 
partly. by an antient Tradition, and partly by a 
#2ſe of guilt, '8nd as the conſequence thereof great 
4oubts and fears concerning the divine acceptance ; 
abd the Jews had been admonifh*d of the need and 
'ufe of Sacrifices, 'by the Law of Moſes; our Me- 
dixgor therefore once for all offerd up ſuch a Sa- 
erifice, as might for ever /put aniend to the uſe of 
that Rite, and yield full ſatisfaction to the _ 
v | QF 


.  Remov'd\by ihe Goſpel.” * 
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of Men, that complete Expiation whs now made 


to God for their -Offences. The bloud of Bulls ayd of ficb. g. 13. 


, Goats Could-ſa#dHtifle only to the purifying of the fleſh, 
that is, could make a man legally clean, according 
to: the Prefcriprion' of 'the Law of -Moſes : But it 


was the.\blondi of - Chri}t, who through the "Erernal 


Spirit offer himſelf without pot to God, which 
alone could purge the Conſcience from dead works, 
For, asthe fame Writer again argues a little after, 


Ver, 17. 


I is wor poſſible that the blowd of Bulls and of Goats Heb. rc. 4. 
ſwonlds take away ſus $4 No! but >we are! Janttified Ver. 10, 


through the offeriae' of 'the Body" of 'Feſirs Chriſt onre - 


for all';, and by this Offer ine, he perfecteth for ever 
them that are ſand ified, both —_— the guilt of 
their Sins, and - giving full 'fatisfaftion' ro their 
doubrful minds ; to that''we now h1ve boldneſs, or 
liberty, 'to eter ihto- the 'holieſt by-the blond of Jeſwe, 
by 4 new and living way, which he hath conſecrated 
for 'u through the Veil 'of his Fleſh; and: under the 
Patronage of this High Prieſt we may draw near' with 
a trae- heart and full afſarante'of Faith, having our 
hearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience." | 
And here by the way, we may teke notice of 
the Wiſdom of God, in diſpoling the Method of 
our Reconciliation in ſuch manner, that by one 
and the ſame AQ, viz. that of dying upon' the 
Croſs asa Sacrifice for'Sin, our- Mediator gave en- 
tire Satisfa&tion both' to God and Man ; ro God, 
upon account of the diſhonour 'done'to his Holineſs 
and Juſtice, as I ſhew?*d 1n my former Diſcourſe ; 
and ro. Men, upon: account of che fear and dread! 
vith which their Minds were 'pofſe{s*d - by teafort 
of Guilt. ha | 
And 


14, 
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variety of their lgoſe. and wanton 'Fancies. 
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And thus I, have, done with the for of 'thole 
Neceſlities, tor which our Mediator (provided, by 


_ his coming inid the YVorld..., I proceed to. the 


next. | {71G ONG6i | I; 42: | 
. Secondly, Men by; their| Apoſtacyc were: likewiſe 
degenerated intogroſs.Ignorance of. God;..and of 
themſelves,. and ofthe ſeveral particulars of -theic 

Duty. Ig | | | 
| What knowledge of God, and of matters relat- 
ing to our Spiritual\Welfare, . Men are.,capable of 
in this lapſed State, if they would ſeriouſly attend 
to the Suggeſtions and Reaſonings of their own 
Minds, and diligently uſe the Faculties which God 
hath given them, | need -not be diſputed. If we 
would. know- what need the World ftood in of .in- 
{truQtion' from-God,:;*twill be proper to examine, , 
into what degree-of Ignorance. it was degenerated, 
when our Lord. came'into-it, and how the. Caſe 
ſtands at this time, -whereſoever the: Goſpel is not 
yet divulg'd, -. - SW | 91369 
They. were. not only falſe, but monſtrous Opi- 
nions, which the Pagans had generally entertain'd 
concerning the Deity. They had cither totally loſt, 
or, notoriouſly confounded the Notion- of the one 
true God, Maker of Heaven and: Earth, intro- 
ducing, a, multitude of Gods, . concerning. whom 
they had no ſettled, apprehenſions,: but abundance 
of fooliſh and abſurd Opinions, according to the 
The 
chang*d the iruth'of God imo a Lye, as the 4 
poſtle excellently - expreſleth,; it, 47d. worſhipped 
and ſerved the Creature, more than (atleaſt:* beſide, 
over and above) the Creator, who # bleſſed for ever. 
| LD. They 


— 
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They- were for the \moſt//part -infenſible of the 
Spiritual 'Nature of 'God;' which they plainly dif- 
cover?'d by the multitude of their. ridiculous Images, 
as well -as: by the whole: Order» of their. Worſhip. 
They: had: groſs miſapprehenfions- with reſpeQ@ to 
the Moral PerteQtions of the; divine Nature, a- 
{cribing thoſe. Qualities to:their Gods, which would 
be a diſhonour to any reaſonable Creature, as. ap- 
pears not” merely by the. Writings :of their. Poets, 
but: more undeniably by their impious and unclean 
Rites of 'Worſhip:- | : 2 

Nor were the: Vulgar only miſled into theſe groſs 
Errors; but men ef all Ranks and Orders amongſt 
them,” even thoſe: who profeſs*d-themfelves to be wiſe Rom. 1. 22. 
became fools in "this reſpe&t';; and although ſome of 
their Philoſophers attain'd to wiſer and better ap- 
prehenſions themſelves, yet: they: generally com- 
ply*d with the Vulgar Modes of Worſhip, which; 
howſoever they might endeavour to accommodate 
to their own apprehenſions,: by. certain interpreta; 
tions they = upon: them, /- were. extremely un- 
worthy of the Majeſty of the true God. | 

And if they thus miſtook and prevaricated with 
reſpect to God, and the Worſhip: which they per- 
form'd immediately to:the Deities they own*'d, no 
wonder if' at the ſame time they had:very falſe No- 
tions alſo with refpect to other-parts'of their” Duty; 
eſpecially conſidering. that they were; not only 1g-- 
norant of God, but'of themſelves too. - 

They knew. .not- their- Otiginal ; + they had loſt 
the Tradition-.of -being' deſcended from one' Com- 
mon Stock, as likewiſe of the 1nſtiretion; of! Mar- 
riage by God himfclf. in: the; inftance. of our firft 

Parents... 


—— 
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prove. to- be any. | 'They were ſenfible:by Experi- 
ence of impetuous and diſorderly Appetites. and 
Paſſions; but could give no'tolerable account how 
this diſorder was introduc'd into humane. Nature; 
nor-did they-generally.apprehend the neceffity they 
lay under of returning tothe temper and\ſtate from 
which 'they were degenerated, or: of that Super- 


" natural Aid, which was become neceſſary to this 


purpoſe. In fine, they knew not” well for what 
purpoſe. they were- made,” nor to what. end they 


ought to'direct their Lives::/ 1 - 
All this Ignorance of themfelves they too plainly 
diſcover'd, m allowing divers |prattices' cangrary to 


thedefign and Law of God in Natur@; ſuch as I 


| ſhall at preſent take for granted were }Polygamy, 


Divorce upon ſlight Occaſions, private Revenge: of 
Injuries, not-to- mention the-gratification of '\unna- 
tural Luſts.  In'a word, ' they not /having a quit 
ſenſe of the difference between Soul and Body, and 
of the Relation this preſent ſtate of Life bears-to a 


future, 'did not think themſelves:oblig'd. to lay that 


reſtraint upon either -their Appetites:-or Paſſions, 
which 4s fit for a-reaſonable Creature, defign'd to 
live in this World in order'to a better. _ x! 

Tf 
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If we. will: judge by the Prafices-into which 


the generality of Pagans were. degenerated, this 
will appear beyond Controverlie, So that St. Pas/ 
might well give that Charatter' of them, that they 


were dead-in treſpaſſes and Sins, that they falfild Eph. r. r, 


the deferes of the fleſh and of the. mind, finally, that 
they had no bope, -. and. were: without ' God in the 
world. And though there were ſome few to be found 
here and there, who had attain'd to better appre- 
henſions_of things, and laid down: ſtricter [Rules 
of Life and. Manners, than others; yet as: their 
apprehenſions were, very imperfect, and +for the 
moſt part wavering and uncertain, .ſo they did not 
expreſs themſelves in that plain, perſpicuous, and 
authoritative manner., which was likely to render 
what they ſaid uſeful to the generality of Mankind. - 
And as this was the. ſtate of the' World before 
the Revelation, of Chriſtianity.; ſo it 1s much the 
ſame, whereſoever. this Revelation is not enter- 
tain'd, as appears from all the accounts we have of 
thoſe Countreys which are ſtill-Pagan. + Fn 
I think-L:aged-:not here take into. Conſideration; 
how/)far the Mahometar . Religion . has * improv*d 
Men, in divine Knowledge, where it has been in- 
troduc'd in the room . of Paganiſm, _ For though 
rs readily acknowledg'd that it has made a Re- 
formation: in that one great Point, the- confeſſing 
one God, the Maker: of: Heaven and Earth ; yer 
conſidering the ridiculous Fables with which its 
Alchoran ab6unds, - whereby . God himſelf. is very 
unworthily repreſented; the loofeneſs of its Pre- 
cepts with. reſpe&. to diyers-.inftances of Morality;. 
not to mention the "apparent. Tenorance and Ro 
nels 
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neſs of its pretended Prophet, TI am ſure ns Tettoys 
Deiſt will make any comparifon between zhat and 
the Chriſtian Revelation, - | 

The Jews indeed had a fuller Revelation con- 
cerniing God, and themſelves, and the particulars 
6f their Diity, than the reft of the World had; 
but as theſe were a very inconfiderable Peopte , 
compard with the reft of Mankind, fo their Re- 
velation and Rule of Life was in many reſpe&s 
mpetfeft, God in divers inſtances confidering the 
weakneſs and rudeneſs of that People, and there- 
fore not giving them ſuch Precepts as were beſt 
in themſelves, but ſuch as they could bear, defign- 
ing the Revelation which he made to them, only 
as preparatory to that more excelletit and perfect 
Revelation which he ſhould make of himſelf and 
his Will, by the coming of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

To the conſideration therefore of this we arc 
now. to proceed, and I doubt not bot it will eaſily 
appear, that our Mediator hath made. a gracious 
and plentiful proviſion for this Neceffity of fallen 
Men; and that whether we conſider his Dotrine 
er his Life, the former as an Tnftrattion, the lat- 
ter as an Example to us, to make us perfettly ac- 
acquainted with God and: his Will concernin 
us. 
\ I begin with the Do##rine of our Lord, 
_ Whien he was Examin'd by Pzlate, upotr the 
Accuſation of the Fews, his Anſwer is remarkable, 
Fo this end was 1 born, faith he, and for this cauſe 
came I into the World, that TI ſhould beay witnefi un- 
to the Trath. Every one that is of the Trath, htear- 
erh my Voice; And his whole. Dot#rine is evidently 
| worthy 


.* 
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worthy of that -Title, its Truth being diſcernable 
by its own Light... | 
. All that, our Lord-taught--may- be reduced tg 
theſe wo. general Heads ; either what God had 
before taught Men by the Light of Nature and 
Reaſon, but they had in a great meaſure forgot ; 
or ſomething which it became farther neceſſary 
for them to know, upon account of their Apoſtacy 
from God, and [in order to their recovery to him, 
and which they could not 'have kown but by ex- 
preſs Revelation, | | 
As to the former of theſe, I dare upon the niceſt 
Examination appeal to the Judgment and Conſci- 
ence of thoſe Deifts, to whom I direct theſe Diſ- 
courſes, whether the DoQrine of our Lard, and 
that of right Reaſon do not perfectly agree. T1 
will not ſay, - that in this degenerate State, in 
which we now are,- men did or could eaſily ar- 
rive at a juſt apprehenſion of all thoſe Truths re- 
lating to. Religion, which are truly natural,” aid 
agreeable to Reaſon, when once diſcoverd. We 
find by Experience, as I have already obſerv*d, that 
where Revelation was or 15 wanting, men have 
generally fallen into very groſs and vile miſtakes ; 
and even the wiſeſt and beſt of Men have come 
very far ſhort intheir Account. But *tis enough to 
our preſent purpoſe, if when any Truth is laid 
clearly before us by Revelation, it then appears 
evidently agreeable to natural Reaſon ; and this I 
affirm to be the Caſe with reſpe& to moſt of the 
Dotctrines of Chriſtianity. hots: 
And it ought not by.any means to be allow*d 
2s an Obje&tion againſt Chriſtianity , that our 
D 2 | Lord 
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i 11, Concerning our ſelves. And; 


Lord hath ſuperadded ſome DeQrines, which were 
not taught by the Light of Nature and Reaſon; 


' provided always they be fixch,” as do'not contra- 
dit plain and-evident Reaſon, and as' when we 


throughly cenfider them, will appear highly uſeful 
to us, with reſpe& ro the' ſtare in which we now 
are. If Almighty. God*+ do-exercife a Providence 
towards his Creatures,” if che have that tender *Care 
of. and Compaſſion towards ' Men' and * Sinners, of 
which Thave-already difcours'd, ' if he was graci- 
ouſly pleas*d to concern himſelf for us after our 
fall, and to reveal himſelf to us in order to our re- 
covery, it:canaot be thought" otherwiſe, but rhat he 
ſhould teach us ſome Trutlis relating- to our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, :/ which we! could not have 
known, but by ' immediate Revelation from him. 
*Tis very. becoming the Wiſdom of: God, when he 
revealeth himfelf to his Creatures in an extraordi- 
nary manner, to inſtrutt them'in what they knew 
not: before; ' nay- to'teach them "ſomething, that 
according to their ordinary ways of thinking would” 
not have enter*d into their Minds ; and-it muſt 
needs be: a delightful entertainment: to our Under- 
ſtandings, as' well as a worthy Improvement of; 
our Minds tocontemplate and embrace ſuch Truths. 
It is. therefore: a - recommendation of the Chriſtian 
Revelation, at the firſt hearing, that it- pretends 
to diſcover fuch Truths to us. - | 

But that T may. treat: this matter- diſtintly, F- 
hall reduce what I have to offer as to our Saviour's 
DotQtrine to theſe three particulars. 

'T. What-it teacheth'us concerning Almighty God. 


3. The 
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_ . .1ng'our Tempers and our Lives. '— - | 
I. To begin' witly-the”DoQtrine of- Chriſtianity 
concerting' Almighty God,” -- ISLTULS DF, of 
-, Now the Sum of the Chriſtian DoQArine touch- 
ing this Point is to the” purpoſe following, v7z. 
That-there-is : but -one' God ; © that: he '15 a Spirit: 
Eternal , \. Incomprehenfible/,--and 'Unchangeable-, 
Infinite: ia Power, \Wiſdom;” Holineſs,” Juſtice ;,_ 
Goodneſs, | and in ' all 'PerfeQion; that the gave: 


Being to the World, and to'every Creature in it ;.. 


that his Providence is extended to all which he: 
hath: made , - preſerving and 'providing for every- 
Being according to its nature ;that he 'particular-: 
ly .concerns* himfelf 'in 'the 'Aﬀairs of 'Mankind ; * 
that there is nothing which relates to us, 'that ei-+ 
ther eſcapes his: Knowledge, or is-below his Care; : 
that he obſerves all our ways, and that as he hatt- 

ven us:intimations'of his Will; fo he expeAts we: 

ould: be obſervant- of them ; '- that} he 'is' well-- 
pleagd with us, when we do-well, and dif-+ 
pleas?d when we do otherwiſe ;: that he is full of * 
Good-will towards us and truly deſirous of our- 
Welfare, of which he hath given -us* many Teſti- 
monies, in order to- excite: and'eſtabliſh- our Faith? 
and Hope in him, as- well as-to- engage our Obedt-; 
ence and Submiſſion. to-him. | 


And: thus far I preſumeour Deift' wilt:go along > 


with us; Iam ſure tis fit he- ſhould, there being - 
nothing . of: what::I have hitherto mention'd, * but-: 
what is: perfe&ly. agreeable. to-the' beſt - reaſoningsy} 
of Men, and wlavies been acknpwledg?d accord<-- 
ingly by thoſe who have exerciſed their Reaſon in- 
the beſt manner, —__ fy "Tiss 


II. The Rules which'it gives us for the dircQ. 
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_ *Tis true, dome have made!it a. doubt,” whether 
it were. fit to ſuppole; Al y.(Godito extend his 
Providence 30; 10. many; and ſq. minute Parkiculars, 
as the Chriſtian Revelation/phinly repreſents him 
to'do;; when -we -are ailur*d for Las, that 4 
Sparrow falls not on the ground without our Fathey ; 
and that the wery hairs of our bead are all number*d. 
But..if, we cefle&t upon the infinite Knowledge and 
GaodneB of God ;: and-confider that it cannot be 
below him. to concern himſelf : for the good of 
whatipever he hath made ; that the very ſame 
reaſoa which mov'd him to give Being to any 
Creature, \and to give it ſuch a kind of Being, as 
it hath, -may..well' be ſuppes'd to move him: alſo 
to take care iof its well-being ; and that-it can be 
no manger of. trouble or - diſquiet to him, to re- 
gard all the Aﬀairs of the Univerſe at once; :if I 
{ay we refleQ upon all thele things, we ſhall eaſily 
get- above this doubt, and: acknowledge; that 
what our Lond hath declar*'d concerning the pat-: 
ticulars-before-mentioned, is perfeQly agreeable to 
the dictates of found reaſon, worthy of God, as 
well as comfortable to men, 

As ito. what Chriſtianity hath farther reveaPd 
to as concerning God,  *tis to the following Pur- 
poſe, 32. that the Father of all.-hath aQually con- 
cern'd himſelf for the recovery of ſintul Men, 
and that he hath done it by ſending his anly-be- 
gotten. San ;intpÞ the World to: redeem: :us, and'b 
giving kis Holy-Spirit £o SancCtifie us, /which -35 in- 

ged ;more than we couid have known concerning 
God without an expreſs Revelation. 
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' Now /as tothe 'more penerat pare'of dis:Re: 


velarion,, namely, that God hath' a 
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and reach'd no farther. Upon which account I 


carinot but reckon -that the Notion, of rhe Plato- 
niſts, which bears ſo great a reſemblance to rhat 
of the' Chriſtian Trinity , was” by no means the 


reſult of their meer reaſoning ; bur the remains of 
an Ancient Tradition, Which'by the way is no. 
ſmall confirmation of the” Truth of this Chriſtian 
Doftrine, , when. ſomething 1o very like it, and: 
which there adppears'ho' plauſible pretence for __ 

Ng. 


_— 


— 


—>2a The Knowledge of God Taught 
"ITY —_—_ minds — I 


a”. © ee 


I” ——_ 


. bin! 
V c 


—P—_—C—— COROT -.  - ee" ee _- 


the .Pagan Fhiloſophers,” and 


"= 
+ ud ww 


308. 0h 
£Ae, VETY. | 
'that G hea | 


4 


their, Philoſophical Scheme... _* 


, as to be made, ad ellential part of 
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Founder, . by entering upon. this Controverlie | as 


managed amengft Chriſtians.  ?Tis ſufficient ro'my 


ſent. purpoſe, that,. as I have already, expreſt it, 
; CO fg Sv | iv }- wut 4+ 27% SOELE: 4.3 od 
it.is; univerſally own'd as a Chriſtian-Dottrine, viz. 


That zhe, Father bath, Redeem'd Mankind by his 


"Son, and SanQifieth, them by his Spirit; and if this 


DoQtrine, which is vaqueſtionably Chriftian,' and 
our being Baptized according to it, 1n the Name 
of the: Father, ;and of the Son, - and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, whe we. eater, upon our Profeſlion; do 


neceſlacily lead .us, as T-{aid, into ſome apprehen- 


ſions concerning the Deity, which we could” not 
'have taken up, without Revelation, IT ask, why 


this ſhould be any Obje&tion, againſt | Chriſtia- 


Aier all the Controyerſies which” have been 
ſtarted amongſt . Chriſtians, upon ' this' ſublime 
Theory, *tis agreed and ſtood to by all, that there 
is but one God, - and that however the Chriſtian 
Trinity is to- be explain'd (if -it be fit to. attempt 
the explaining it. at all) it muſt, eyer , be, ſuppogd 
confiſtent. with 'this Fundamental "Atticle of ” all 
true Religion.. Our Lord himſelf repeating, and 
confirming the Law of - Moſes, faith, Hear O Iſrael! 


Mark-12- 29+ The Lord thy God is one Lord; and all Chriſtians 


politively affert the ſame ; _ even thoſe, who either 


through miſtake or ill-will are accus'd of afſerting 
a plurality of Gods, utterly deny and abhor the 
Charge, declaring, that if any ſuch conſequences 
could be fairly drawn from the Premifſes they have 
laid:down, they would freely retract what they 
have ſaid. | 

Now this Principle, of the Unity of the divine 
Nature, being © thus ſecur'd among(t Chriſtians , 
whar if after this we ſhould not be able to Ex- 
_ plicate the DoQtrine of the Trinity, or to 'tell in 
what manner the Father;: the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt are diftinguiſh'd, and yet but One God? TI 
would ask ; why ſhould any one take 'it for gran- 
ted, that God may not intimate to us ſomething 
relating to his own Nature, which we' could ' not 
have thought of our ſelves, any more than we can 
fully comprehend it, whea it 15-thus-intimated to 
us ? Canſt thou, O vain Man ! (to ſpeak in the 
words of an antient and honeſt Deiſt, recorded: in 
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the book of Job) Canſt thou by ſearching find out Job 13.7.9; 


God'? Canſt thou find out the Almighty unto perfetti- 
on? It is as high as Heaven, what canſt thou do? 
Deeper than Hell, what canft thou kwow ? The meaſare 
thereof is longer than the Earth, and broader than the 
- Seas, Which words, though they may immedi- 
ately relate to the divine Providence, may be as 
fitly. apply*d to the divine Nature. How ſhould 
we come to know, that it is impoſſible there ſhould 
have been Eternally, of and with the Father of all, 
a Son, and a Spirit, not Created, but neceſſarily 
partaking of the divine Nature, - and Eſſential to it ? 
I dare boldly affirm, that no Man can demon- 
ſtrate the Impoſſibility of this ; and 'if he cannot, ' 
E 


he 
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he ought not to make it an ObjeQtion ' againft 
' the Chriſtian Revelation, that tn. making known 
to us the Method of our Salvation it hath inftru- 
Qed us in this Doctrine. ?Tis certainly as wor- 
thy of God, to reveal to us concerning himſelf 
more than we could have thought of without ſuch 
a Revelation, as it is for him to do ſuch. great and 
kind things for us, as could not have enter*d into 
our hearts, if he had not aſſur'd us of them:; eſpe- 
cially /fince, though we are not able fully tocompre- 
hend all that this Doftrine implies, yet what we are 
taught concerning it by the Holy Scriptures is of 
great uſe to us,' to make us underſtand and ad- 
mire the Method, 'in which it hath pleas'd God to 
fave Sinners ;- and it appears indeed to have been 
reveal'd to us for this very end. | 


Thus E have ſumm*d up the DoQrine which 
the Chriſtian Revelation hath taught us. concern- 
ing Almighty:God, which whoſoever will take the 
pains.-1mpartially to. conſider, as it 1s more fully 
and : particularly repreſented to. us in the New 
Teſtament, will find reaſon to acknowledge, that 
our Mediator hath - made ample Proviſion. for 
'the relief of our Neceflity. 1n. this. Inftance 
alſo. | | 

To which I ſhall only add, that what the Sa- 
ered Writings contain upon this Subject, is. ex- 
preſs?d there in ſuch manner, as to inſtruc the 
1llizerate, as well as the. Learned part of .Man- 
kind:; infomuch that whereſoever the Chriſtian 
Religion is entertain'd, great Numbers even of 
| the Common People. have more. true, more folid, 
and 
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and more uſeful: apprehenfions of Almighty God, 

than the Learned and Wiſe Men amongſt the 

Pagans did ordinarily attain to ; and ſurely this is 

a great Commendation of our Holy Religion, and 

. arther -proof, that This is a faithful Saying , 
& | 


I ſhould now have proceeded to conſider, what 
our Lord: hath taught us concerning our ſelves ; 
and eſpecially the Excellent Rules which he hath 
given us, for the direion. of our Tempers and 


our Lives ; but this I muſt reſerve for_the follow- 


ing Lecture. 
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"Re . The Second SERMON: Ny 
Aboſtate Men fit Objetts of Divine Care vey 


Compa on. 


The Third SE RMON. 


The Nature of that Salvation, which the Goſpel 
offereth ; and the- Method jd obtainin g it, 
by a Mediator: | 
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